
27 Nov 
1956 

You have a rare talent and an ingenuis mind. I guess I sound like an old man 
talking to you in this fashion; but M. L., I am still very concerned in your health 
and the continued success of the movement not only from the standpoint of a 
fellow Negro but also as a believing Christian. Again, many thanks to you for your 
“superb” sermon; I remain, 

Very Sincerely, 
[signed] 
Roland 

THLS. MLKP-MBU: Box 15. 

To Supporter 

27 November 1956 
Montgomery, Ala. 

“Dollars For Freedom” Needed 

Dear Friend: 

During the week of December 3, 1956, the MIA will observe its first anniversary 
by conducting an Institute on Non-Violence and Social Change. Some of the out- 
standing thinkers and personalities of the nation have been invited to Montgom- 
ery to participate in this Institute. This i s  not to be construed as a victory celebra- 
tion; rather it will be a week in which we will seek to rededicate the community 
and the nation to the principle of non-violence in the struggle for freedom and 
justice. 

During the week of the Institute, the leaders of the Montgomery movement 
hope to raise enough funds to liquidate present financial obligations and meet 
the many financial responsibilities which lie ahead. We will need funds to give 
assistance to those individuals who sacrificed themselves in order to aid the move- 
ment. Many of them are “marked men” who will not be able to get work for some 
time. Ninety ministers and leaders of the protest movement still have cases pend- 
ing in court and are subject to be tried any day on a charge of conspiracy against 
the city transportation lines. The president’s case must still be appealed to the 
highest court in order to clear his name of false conspiracy charges. There is also 
the need for funds so that the MIA can continue to operate in the interest of the 
Negroes after the protest is ended, since the NAACP operation has been legally 
curtailed in Alabama. Since the ballot is one of the basic keys to the solution of 
the Negroes problem in the south, there is the urgent need to set up voting clin- 
ics throughout the community which will assist persons in registering and teach 
them voting procedures. 

Because of these needs, a special request goes out to all people of goodwill for 
an anniversary contribution to be sent to the MIA during the week of December 442 
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third. It is our hope that all churches, organizations, and individuals will make 
an “extra” liberal contribution for this most meeded cause. 

If it is at all possible, we would be, indeed, honored to have you visit Montgom- 
ery during some period of this week and share in the rich fellowship that we are 
all anticipating. Again, we request your co-operation and speedy reply. 

Cordially yours, 
[signed] 
Martin Luther King, Jr., 
President 
[signed] 
Ralph D. Abernathy, 
Institute Chairman 

28 Nov 
‘956 

TLS. NULR-DLC. 

From Gil B. Lloyd 

28 November 1956 
Seattle, Wash. 

The pastor of Mount Zion Baptist Church in Seattle urges King to run forpresident of 
the National Baptist Convention, citing the need for dynamic new leadershq.’ Lloyd’s 
request reveals discontent with the leadership ofJ H. Jackson among those Baptist 
ministers who wanted the group to promote civil rights. At the conuention’s September 
meetings a faction of delegates, includingsome of King, Sr. ’s, closest friends, sought to 
limit Jackson’s tenure as president, but the issue was tabled until the followingyear. On 
7 January 1957 King Jr., declined Lloyd ’s offer to organize support for a presidential 
campaign at the next convention meeting in Kansas City. 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 
Pastor 
Dexter Avenue Baptist Church 
309 South Jackson Street 
Montgomery Alabama 

My Dear Dr. King: 

This letter comes to ask your permission to form a committee to sponsor your 
name for the presidency of the National Baptist Convention, USA., Inc. As we 
stand at the threshold of momentous decision on Christian integration, while 
taking the long-range view of the future of our Negro Baptist ranks, we MUST 

I. Gil Burton Lloyd (1916-), born in Nashville, Tennessee, earned his B.A. (1939) from Fisk Uni- 
versity and his M.Ed. (1969) from Seattle University. Ordained in 1939, he served as an army chaplain 
and community worker in Chicago. He became pastor of Seattle’s Mount Zion Baptist Church in 1954, 
staying there until 1957. From 1959 to 1986 he served as pastor of Cherry Hill Baptist Church in Seattle. 443 
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